~ 4) AMERICAN RIVER
2@l CONSERVANCY

Preserving Rivers and Land for Life

Contact:

Melissa Lobach, Development Director
melissa@arconservancy.org, 530-622-1224
ARConservancy.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ART, NATURE, AND CULTURE BECKON AGAIN AT WAKAMATSU FARM

PLACERVILLE, CA - September 18, 2026 — What can an acorn, a bird, a paintbrush, a
mushroom, and a wildflower teach us about the place we call home?

American River Conservancy (ARC), in collaboration with the El Dorado Chapter of the California
Native Plant Society (CNPS), invites the community to explore those connections at the Art of
Native Plants during Open Farm Day at Wakamatsu Farm on Sunday, October 11, from 10:00
AM to 2:00 PM. Visitors can shop for native plants and seeds, original artwork, books, naturally
dyed goods, and nature-inspired creations and merchandise.

The free, all-ages event celebrates California native plants as ecological anchors, cultural allies,
and sources of artistic inspiration. Visitors will meet artists, naturalists, conservation
organizations, specialists, and educators while experiencing art, demonstrations, storytelling,
wildlife education, hands-on activities, and opportunities to bring native plants home.

M. KAT ANDERSON: TENDING THE WILD AND A NEW CONVERSATION WITH THE EARTH

Headlining the festival is M. Kat Anderson, renowned ethnobotanist, author, teacher, and
scholar whose seminal book, Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management
of California's Natural Resources, transformed understanding of the sophisticated ways
California Indigenous peoples have interacted with, tended, and shaped the natural world.

Anderson will serve as the event's keynote speaker, sharing her insights while also introducing
and promoting her new book, / Sing to the Earth and She Sings Back. Her presentation will invite
audiences to consider native plants, not simply as components of an ecosystem, but as part of
enduring relationships among people, culture, and natural landscapes.

PLANTS, WILDLIFE, AND HANDS-ON DISCOVERY

Native plants take center stage at the event. The El Dorado Chapter of CNPS will offer education
and live plants for purchase, including online sales from October 1 to 4 with pickup during the
festival and the day prior. Find those details at eldoradocnps.org. Miridae Mobile Nursery will
also sell live plants and seeds along with information about selecting and caring for them.

Participating conservation and wildlife organizations will include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, Sierra Wildlife Rescue, Placer Land Trust, and
Coloma-Lotus Fire Safe Council. Visitors can learn about pollinators, birds, wildlife habitat,
native plant gardening, and creating more wildfire-resilient landscapes.
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Wild Bounty will offer a hands-on experience of processing, preparing, cooking, and eating
locally gathered California acorns, including educational materials and samples. The Bookery
will offer books about native plants and nature. ARC will offer youth art, painting, and nature
journaling in Wakamatsu Farm’s Native Garden. Visitors can also explore ARC’s Monarch
Waystation while learning how native plants support monarch butterflies and other pollinators,
then shop the native seed bar hosted by Mallow Root.

INDIGENOUS STORYTELLING AND LIVE MUSIC

Kimberly ShiningStar Petree, a local Miwok storyteller with Cosumnes Culture and WaterWays
(CCAWW), will share stories connecting culture, people, and the natural world. Through
storytelling and oral tradition, Petree offers another way of experiencing California’s landscapes
and the cultural relationships that connect people to the natural environment. Hither & Yon will
bring live music, adding another form of creative expression to a day celebrating the
intersection of art and nature.

NATURE BECOMES THE ARTIST'S PALETTE

Artists throughout the festival will demonstrate how native landscapes can become both
inspiration and artistic material. Andie Thrams Artworks will demonstrate making inks and
painting with native acorns, oak galls, and wildfire charcoal. Susan Hayne will showcase
woodblock and linocut prints of native plants, birds, and insects. Sarah Guerere Art will feature
California native wildlife watercolors. Elizabeth Standeven will explore mushrooms and natural
dyeing, including naturally dyed yarn and eco-printed textiles. “Rewilding” poetry with former El
Dorado County Poet Laureate Lara Gularte will invite visitors of all ages to create nature-
inspired haiku, free verse, and ekphrastic poems. Local plein air artists will paint the scenic and
panoramic views of Wakamatsu Farm.

EXPERIENCE WAKAMATSU FARM

Wakamatsu Farm'’s 272 acres of ponds, woodlands, gardens, and open landscapes provide a
living backdrop for exploring the connections among native plants, wildlife, people, art, and
culture. Owned and operated by ARC, landmark Wakamatsu Farm is an internationally
significant historic site that also serves as an important center for ARC's conservation,
education, and community programs. Best known for its history as the first Japanese colony in
America, established in 1869, the Farm today connects thousands of visitors every year with the
natural world, human history, and wholesome produce grown and sold onsite by FogDog Farm.

EVENT DETAILS

The Art of Native Plants during Open Farm Day - MARKETING KIT

Date & Time: Sunday, October 11, 2026, from 10 AM - 2 PM

Location: Wakamatsu Farm, 941 Cold Springs Road, Placerville, CA 95667

Admission: Free and open to all ages with a $10 suggested parking donation
Information and registration: bit.ly/ArtNativePlants2026. Order native plants online from
October 1 to 4 for pickup during the event at eldoradocnps.org.
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About American River Conservancy (ARC)
ARC is a nonprofit environmental organization that preserves healthy ecosystems in the upper
American River and upper Cosumnes River watersheds through land conservation, stewardship,
and education. Based in Coloma, California, since 1989, ARC has completed more than 90
conservation projects and contributed over 42 miles of trails, while safeguarding over 31,000
acres of native fisheries, endangered species habitat, agricultural lands, cultural resources, and
recreational landscapes. ARC offers public hikes, hands-on workshops, community events, and

environmental education programs for people of all ages. Support ARC by volunteering,
donating, and discovering more at ARConservancy.org.
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